
Houston Chapter of the 
Association of Legal Administrators 

 
Chapter Luncheon Meeting 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

 
Minutes 

 
 

Welcome: 
 
Chapter President, Jody Gressett, CLM, opened the meeting at 11:35 p.m. by welcoming the 
members and Gauri Seth, President of the RAC Conference Center, who was a guest attendee.  
 
Community Connection Committee Update: 
 
Marina Valdes announced that the Chapter was awarded a Volunteer Group award from 
Communities in Schools (CIS) at their May 20, 2016 award event.  Marina recognized Carol 
Sedgwick’s exceptional effort with regard to this year’s CIS prom dress drive.  She then 
introduced Rachel Pinney as the new Co-Chair of the CCC.  Brooke Pry (formerly of Porter 
Hedges LLP) then spoke to the group with regard to how the CIS program was originally 
introduced to the Houston Chapter and how it has grown since that time. 
 
Chapter Bylaws & CLM Study Group Update: 
 
Stacey Ransleben, CLM, reported that the Chapter Bylaws have been amended and sent out to 
the Houston Chapter membership for review before they are voted on during the next Chapter 
meeting that is being held on July 19, 2016.  The Bylaws have been amended to reflect ALA’s 
recent changes in membership criteria for consultants and students. 
 
Stacey then explained that the Chapter has been offering a CLM Study Group option for its 
members every other year and that this will be a year to offer a study option for those 
interested in taking the CLM exam.  The CLM Committee and the Board are reviewing 
available study options at this time.  Members were asked to let Stacey know if they would be 
interested in participating in the course this year. 
 
Education Committee Update: 
 
Julie Stevenson, CLM, reviewed the following updates from the Education Committee: 
 

• On July 19th, Katherine Mize with Mize PC will join us to present an “Employment 
Law Update for 2016.” 

• Our August 16 Chapter meeting will include an Ethics presentation by Dick Schwartz 
with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP, titled “Top 10 Things that Get Lawyers 
(and the People who Work for Them) into Trouble.” This session qualifies for CLE 



credit and satisfies the Ethics requirement for CLM recertification.  Because of the 
intriguing topic and the fact that it qualifies for CLE, we would like to open this 
meeting to attorneys. Each member is encouraged to invite an attorney from their firm 
or legal department to attend as a guest at no charge.  This is the perfect opportunity to 
showcase what we have in ALA and share it with our lawyers. 

• On September 20th, we will have two section meetings: 
• There will be a Finance Section Meeting offering a presentation on insurance 

matters by one of our Business Partners, Regan Miller, who is with Wortham. 
• There will also be a Human Resources Section Meeting offering a substance abuse 

presentation by Cameron Vann with Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program.  
Attending this presentation will satisfy the substance abuse requirement for CLM 
recertification. 

 
Business Partnering Committee Update: 
 
Emma Rice, CLM, announced that the next Business Partner event is being held at The 
Aquarium on July 28, 2016 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  The Platinum and Gold level sponsors 
have been invited to attend.  DeAnna Lopez pledged to wear either a mermaid or shark 
costume to the event if 50 or more Chapter members sign up to attend.   
 
Retreat Committee Update: 
 
Linda McNeilly reported that the 2016 Chapter Retreat will be held on September 16 and 17 
at the newly-renovated South Shore Harbor Resort.  The retreat will offer attendees a choice 
of either a golf round, spa treatment or fishing event as well as a 3-hour dinner cruise on 
Friday night.  Further details will be provided to members as we get closer to the retreat date.  
 
Membership Committee Update: 
 
Valerie Hayes, PHR, announced that the Chapter has 2 new members – Sheena Bass and 
Wendi Pelton from The Potts Law Firm. 
 
Valerie reminded members to silence their electronics. 
 
Chapter President Jody Gressett and Chapter Treasurer Rusty Chimeno then made a “State of 
the Chapter” presentation to attendees that included an overview of the State of the Chapter, 
touching on membership demographics, the Business Partner Program and member 
engagement. 
 
Following the presentation, Jody reminded everyone to get their parking validated and to 
complete the evaluation forms and place them on the table.     
 
The Chapter Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 


