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Chapter Luncheon Meeting 

Wednesday, November 18, 2015 

 

Minutes 

 

 
Welcome: 
Stacey Ransleben, CLM, opened the meeting at 11:36 a.m. and welcomed the members, 

business partners and guests: 

 

 Alesia Foster with Jackson Walker (Guest) 

 Felecia Howell with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP (Guest) 

 Robyn Mason with Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP (Guest) 

 Kari Wexler with Insperity (Business Partner) 

 Jessica Sandoval with Frost Bank (Business Partner) 

 Scott Kelley with Aldridge  

 

ALA Rebranding Initiative Update:   

Stacey explained that the proposal to rename ALA has been withdrawn by the International 

Board.  Stacey shared that she feels this shows that the Board listened to all of the responses 

received and that she personally appreciates that from a volunteer Board that is working for 

the best interests of their members.  Stacey also recognized the hard work and dedication that 

went into this endeavor as well as the passionate responses received from the members of the 

Houston Chapter.  She then thanked the members for participating and having open 

conversation about the rebranding initiative. 

 

Business Partner Committee Update:   

Stacey also reported that the 2016 Business Partner packets have been written, reviewed, 

finalized and sent to our business partners as well as any potential business partners that the 

Committee knew about.  In addition, Stacey asked those in attendance to contact Emma Rice 

or Heather McConnell if they know of a potential new business partner so that a packet can be 

sent out to them.  Stacey also thanked all of the Chapter’s business partners for their support. 

 

Chapter Newsletter Update:   

With regard to the Chapter newsletter, Stacey asked that any photos or articles for the 

December edition of the Newsletter should be forwarded to her or Cynthia Valadez. 

 

Education Committee Update:   
Stacey then discussed the Education Plan for 2016, thanking everyone who answered the 

short survey that was sent out this week regarding the 2016 Chapter meetings.  We had a great 

response to the survey, and it will help the Board develop an educational plan that meets the 

members’ needs from this point forward.  One result from the survey is that the Chapter will 



begin having all meetings at The Houston Club on the third Tuesday of each month (instead 

of the third Wednesday of each month).  Wendy Crane will be sending out “save the date” 

reminders to members in early December.  

 

With regard to the ALA webinar series for 2016, Stacey explained that due to a significant 

increase in cost (from $500 to $2,000 for the series), the Board has elected not to renew the 

webinar series for 2016.  The reason for the price increase is that in the past, Thomson 

Reuters sponsored the webinars, which drove down their cost.  Unfortunately, due to 

increased technical difficulties, the webinars have been moved to a new provider, so the 

webinars are no longer discounted.  However, if there is a webinar that a significant number 

of members are interested in, the Board will purchase the webinar(s) on an ad hoc basis. 

 

Member Survey Update:   

Stacey then reported that the member survey will be sent out later today and encouraged 

members to please take the time to respond to the survey, as this helps the Board meet as 

many of our member needs as possible. 

 

Holiday Luncheon Update:   

Stacey then reminded members that our holiday luncheon is on Wednesday, December 16th at 

The Grove and that the charity we are supporting this year is Camp Hope.  Camp Hope 

provides interim housing for Wounded Warriors, veterans, and their families suffering from 

combat-related PTSD in a caring and positive environment.  The Chapter has been asked to 

donate gift cards that the local Camp Hope office will be giving out to veterans and their 

families during the Holiday Season.  An email will be sent out between now and the holiday 

luncheon providing more information about the type of gift cards to purchase for donation. 

 

Membership Dues Update:   

With regard to membership dues, ALA dues increased from $395 to $419, which is an 

increase of $24, and the Houston Chapter dues did not change and will remain at $250 for 

regular membership.  The Houston Chapter dues have not increased since 2012. 

 

Community Connection Committee Update: 

Deena Marsh, CLM, reported on the Community Connection Committee dinner that was 

delivered to Casa de Esperanza de los Niños on Monday, November 9.  Eight Houston 

Chapter volunteers (Yolanda Moore, Nina Dannenburg, Becky Leggett, Daria Renshaw, 

Debbie Hemmerick, Barbara Brill, Lisa Afhami and Terri Richardson) prepared a complete 

spaghetti dinner for 27 adults and 21 children who live in seven houses in the Casa 

neighborhood.  Leanne Baumel, Volunteer Resource Manager, expressed gratitude on behalf 

of Casa's house parents and children, and the Chapter is privileged to have given them a 

"night off" from cooking.  

 

Alicia Ammons, CLM, gave an update on the YWCPA mentoring project.  Sixteen Houston 

Chapter volunteers are mentoring 57 students who are from the Class of 2018 (who are 15-16 

years old).  Social media was the mentoring topic for November, and December’s mentoring 

topic will be “Who do you Most Admire and Why.” 

 



 

Speaker Introduction 
After asking everyone to silence all electronic devices, Kathryn Vidal, CLM, introduced the 

speaker, Denise Abston: 

 

Denise J. Abston is the Office Administrator for Fenton, Fenton, Smith, Reneau & Moon of 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Denise is a member of the Oklahoma City Chapter and has 

served as the Chapter’s Co-Chair of their Membership Committee, Business Partner Relations 

Committee Chair, Interim Secretary, President-Elect, President and now serves as the Chair of 

their Diversity & Inclusion Committee.  She also serves as a member of the ALA Committee 

on Diversity & Inclusion.  Denise has written numerous articles for the ALA and was picked 

up the by an international magazine for one of her articles.  Her education includes 

certification as a paralegal, a bachelor’s degree in legal studies, a master’s degree in 

leadership and ministry, and she is currently working toward a doctorate in pastoral 

counseling. 

 

Ms. Abston’s presentation was titled:  Diversity and Inclusion: 60 Tips in 75 Minutes. 

 

SPEAKER 

 

 

Reminder to Complete Evaluations & Adjourn 

Stacey Ransleben, CLM, adjourned the meeting at 1:05 p.m. after reminding everyone to 

return their name badges to the registration table upon departure and to complete the 

evaluation forms and place them on the table. 

 

 


