
Houston Chapter of the 
Association of Legal Administrators 

 
Chapter Luncheon Meeting 
Tuesday, July 19, 2016 

 
Minutes 

 
 
Welcome: 
 
Chapter President, Jody Gressett, CLM, opened the meeting at 11:45 p.m. by welcoming the 
members and guests William Cobb (Cobb Consulting) and Jessica Leone (Frost Bank).   
 
Jody reminded members about the upcoming Business Partner event on July 28 at The 
Aquarium Downtown.  To add a little fun to the event, members are asked to wear casual 
attire.  There will also be a drawing (must be present to win) for a scholarship to attend this 
year’s Houston Chapter Professional Development Weekend Conference. 
 
Jody announced that the Community Connection and Business Partnering Committees are 
looking for additional committee members.  Interested members should contact Rachel 
Pinney (Community Connection Committee) or DeAnna Lopez (Business Partnering 
Committee).    
 
Chapter Bylaws Revision Vote: 
  
Past President Stacey Ransleben, CLM, summarized the Bylaws revisions for the members in 
attendance.  The revised Bylaws were circulated to all Chapter members by email for review 
and comment prior to this meeting.  President Jody Gressett, after asking the membership if 
there was any further discussion, asked for a motion to approve the new Bylaws.  DeAnna 
Lopez made a motion to approve the new Bylaws as submitted, and Kathryn Vidal seconded 
the motion.  The members in attendance voted unanimously to approve the new Bylaws. 
 
Salary Survey Committee Update: 
 
Salary Survey Committee member Tom Ivey, CLM, reported that 74 firms participated in the 
Salary Survey this past year and that the survey became available in mid-June.  Prize 
drawings were held for this year’s Salary Survey participants, with the winning law firms 
receiving cash awards as follows:  $300 to  Crady, Jewett & McCulley, LLP; $200 to 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP; and $100 to Mayer Brown. 
 
Retreat Committee Update: 
 
Retreat Committee Chair Linda McNeilly encouraged members to sign up for the Houston 
Chapter Professional Development Weekend Conference.  An invitation is being sent out to 



members today that reflects the retreat’s name change and includes details about the event 
speaker. 
 
Business Partnering Guest: 
 
Director of Business Partnering Emma Rice, CLM, introduced Jessica Leone with Frost Bank, 
2016 Platinum Sponsor, who provided attendees with a brief summary of Frost Bank’s special 
benefits that are available to Houston ALA Chapter members and their employers. 
 
Education Committee Update: 
 
Vice President Kathryn Vidal, CLM, reminded members that they are encouraged to bring an 
attorney with them to the August 16 Chapter meeting, which will feature an ethics 
presentation (CLE approved and eligible for CLM ethics credit) by Dick Schwartz titled “The 
Top 12 Things that Get Lawyers (and the People who Work for Them) into Trouble.”  The 
next Educational Section Seminar will take place on September 20.  A finance presentation 
will be made by Reagan Miller (Wortham) from 11:30 to 12:30 p.m.  Lunch will be from 
12:30 to 1:00 p.m., followed by an HR/Substance Abuse presentation by Cameron Vann, 
Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program, from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.  All Chapter and Educational 
Section Seminar meetings will be held at The Houston Club. 
 
Membership Committee Update: 
 
President-Elect Valerie Hayes, PHR, welcomed 4 new Chapter members who were attending 
today’s meeting:  Sheena Bass, Wendi Pelton, Wendy Airlie and Alana Little. 
 
Valerie reminded members to silence their electronics and then introduced speaker Katherine 
Mize (Mize PC) who provided members with an Employment Law Update for 2016. 
 

SPEAKER 
 
Following the presentation, Jody reminded everyone to get their parking validated and to 
complete the evaluation forms and place them on the table.     
 
The Chapter Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 


