
Houston Chapter of the 
Association of Legal Administrators 

 
Chapter Luncheon Meeting 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Welcome: 
 
Chapter President, Jody Gressett, CLM, opened the meeting at 11:50 a.m. by welcoming 
members and guests Harry McMahan (Frost Bank), Shawn Weakly (Dahill) and Samantha 
Burns (Andrews Kurth). 
 
Jody then thanked the Business Partner Committee for putting together the successful 
October 13th event at Vic & Anthony’s.  Jody also reminded those who are attending the 
Regional Legal Management Conference next week in Indianapolis that there will be a 
Chapter dinner (details to come) and to please remember to pack their blue HALA shirts for 
Spirit Day on Friday. 
 
Community Connection Committee Update:  
 
Deena Marsh, CLM, announced that the Chapter will be providing a spaghetti dinner for Casa 
de Esperanza on November 14.  An email will be sent out shortly asking for volunteers to 
provide the food that is needed for the dinner. 
 
CCC Co-Chair Rachel Pinney announced that the Chapter will be sponsoring a Thanksgiving 
sponsorship for five families from Northside High School’s Communities In Schools 
Program.  Further details will be emailed to members today by Wendy Crane. 
 
Business Partner Committee Update: 
 
Director of Business Partnering Emma Rice, CLM, announced that the 2017 Business Partner 
Program packets will be emailed out by the first week of November. 
 
Education Committee Update: 
 
Vice President Kathryn Vidal, CLM, updated the members regarding upcoming educational 
sessions, as follows: 
 
Frost Bank will be speaking about “Cyber Safety Starts with You” at our November 15 
Chapter meeting.  January 17th’s section meeting will include a Retirement Plan Update from 
Lee McMurtry, and Brian Gregory from Aldridge will be making a presentation regarding 



social media.  Kathryn also reminded members about the 2017 holiday luncheon that is being 
held on December 13 at Hotel Granduca.    
 
President-Elect Valerie Hayes, PHR, reminded members to silence their electronics and then 
introduced speaker Rob Pennington, who provided members with a presentation on “Ending 
Conflict in Three Questions.” 
 

SPEAKER 
 
Following the presentation, Jody reminded everyone to get their parking validated and to 
complete the evaluation form and to return their name badges to the registration table.     
 
The Chapter Meeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.m. 


